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December 25 is Christmas Day, the Feast of the Nativity of the Lord
December 26 is the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

January 1 is New Year`s Day, World Day of Peace & the Feast of Mary, Mother of God
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Saint John school fills van for people in need
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one
of the least of these my brothers, you did it
to me,” (Matthew 25:40)

The staff and students of Divine Mercy
Catholic School [DMCS] in Saint John are
always up for a challenge, especially when
that challenge involves helping out those
in need.

The “little school with a big heart” was
approached by Michael Crate, Community
Outreach worker at the Salvation Army of
Saint John, in November with a big task
— to fill the Salvation Army’s full-size
mobile unit van with food and supplies for
residents of Uptown Saint John.

“All of these items will help real people
who come daily to The Salvation Army
uptown looking for help,” Mr. Crate told
them.

“We are excited to be partnering with
The Salvation Army Saint John Hope Com-
munity Church and Family Services to fill
a van this Advent season!” the school
posted on their Facebook page. “We are
filling the van pictured here with non-per-
ishable food items, hygiene items, and
warm clothes. All our donations will go to
real people who come every day to the
Salvation Army uptown looking for help!”

As an incentive to the students, Mr.
Crate offered the reward of a pizza party
to the class who donated the most. As the
friendly competition got underway the chil-

SAINT JOHN — Children from Divine Mercy Catholic School in Saint John stand in front
of the Salvation Army’s 15-passenger van filling it with items like warm clothes, non-
perishable food and toys for those in need in Uptown Saint John. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

dren could be seen morning after morning
lugging bags of donated items up the stairs
of DMCS, all for a good cause.

During the second week of December the
school announced that they had indeed
completed their challenged and filled the
van.

“The Salvation Army challenged us to fill
this van. Did we do it?” a post to social media
asked, as video footage showed children cart-
ing supplies through the school, down the
stairs and into the van. “Yes, we did!”

Mr. Crate was touched by the willing-
ness and generosity of the students.

“I proposed to the kids before the begin-
ning of Advent that they could choose to
do something tangible to help people in need
in Saint John this Christmas,” he said.
“Three weeks later, the whole school re-
sponded by entirely filling a 15-passenger
van with items like warm clothes, non-per-
ishable food and toys. Their love will touch
countless people unknown to them. This is
truly a beautiful thing.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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Message de Noël
« Tout cela est arrivé pour que soit accomplie la parole du Sei-
gneur prononcée par le prophète: Voici que la Vierge concevra, et
elle enfantera un fils; on lui donnera le nom d’Emmanuel, qui se
traduit : « Dieu-avec-nous. » (Matthieu 1, 22 – 23)

Chers frères et sœurs dans le Christ,
Nous vivons une époque exceptionnelle. Nous attendons chaque jour

les dernières nouvelles, de la découverte de nouvelles variantes de COVID-
19, au plus récent nombre de cas et aux nouvelles restrictions, en essayant
de comprendre comment ces facteurs affecteront notre vie quotidienne,
alors que la pandémie continue de causer tant d’anxiété, d’angoisse, et
même de division. Néanmoins, dans le contexte de cette incertitude, on
nous rappelle qu’il y a quelque chose d’encore plus important à attendre :
la venue de notre Sauveur.

Dans les Écritures, Jésus reçoit le nom « d’Emmanuel », ce qui signifie
« Dieu est avec nous ». Lors de son audience
générale du 26 avril 2017, le pape François
nous a rappelé que Dieu, « n’est pas un Dieu
isolé, c’est un Dieu-avec, en particulier avec
nous, c’est-à-dire avec la créature humaine.
Notre Dieu n’est pas un Dieu absent, séquestré
par un ciel lointain ; c’est au contraire un Dieu
« passionné » de l’homme, si tendrement
aimant qu’on ne peut se séparer de lui. » Jésus
n’est pas né dans le monde pour rester à l’écart.
Il se soucie profondément de chacun et de
chacune de nous. Depuis qu’il est venu au
monde, Jésus est resté avec nous en toutes
circonstances, y compris nos défis actuels.
Nous devrions en être remplis d’espoir! Parce
que si Dieu est vraiment avec nous, ça change
tout.

Le monde a besoin de Jésus bien plus que
de toute autre chose. Il est la source de toute
notre espérance et nos désirs. Nous n’avons
pas à vivre dans la crainte. En nous rapprochant de lui et de son Église
dans les Sacrements, en particulier l’Eucharistie et la Confession, en méditant
la Parole de Dieu dans les Écritures, en réservant du temps pour lui dans la
prière personnelle et l’adoration du Saint-Sacrement, en aidant les démunis
en tant qu’apôtres de la miséricorde, nous éprouvons un regain d’espoir et
de courage. Nous ferons l’expérience de l’amour tendre de Jésus qui nous
console, dissipe notre angoisse et nous donne sa paix à la place. Renouvelés
par la grâce de Dieu, nous pourrons relever ensemble les défis qui nous
attendent, en tant que communauté de foi.

À Noël cette année, tournons-nous vers Jésus comme jamais auparavant,
en ouvrant nos cœurs et en lui offrant notre vie. Puissions-nous faire écho
aux paroles de notre Sainte Mère, la première à donner la permission à
Dieu par sa réponse confiante : « Que tout m’advienne selon ta parole »
(Luc 1,38). Alors que nous revivons l’attente de ceux qui attendaient avec
impatience la première venue du Christ, nous avons hâte à son second
avènement, où son royaume sera accompli. Et pleinement livrés à Jésus,
nous attendons dans la joie sa venue dans nos cœurs à Noël, pour trans-
former nos vies, nos paroisses, notre diocèse, et nous-mêmes suscitant le
désir d’aller, fortifiés par l’Esprit Saint, faire des disciples des autres.

Que la paix du Christ règne dans vos cœurs à Noël et pour toujours!

 Christian Riesbeck, c.c.
Évêque de Saint John

Christmas message
“All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,’ which means, ‘God is
with us.’” (Matthew 1:22-23)

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
We are living in exceptional times. Every day we watch and wait for the

latest news, discoveries of new COVID-19 variants, latest case counts,
new restrictions, trying to understand how this will affect our daily lives as
the pandemic continues to cause many people so much anxiety, fear, and
even division. Yet, amid this uncertainty, we are reminded that there is
something even greater to wait for — the coming of our Saviour.

In the scriptures Jesus is given the name “Emmanuel”, which means
“God is with us.” In his general audience of April 26, 2017, Pope Francis
reminded us that God, “is not an isolated God; he is a ‘God-with. In

particular, with us, namely,
with human beings. Our God
is not an absent God, con-
fined to a far-off heaven; he
is instead a God “impas-
sioned” with man, so ten-
derly in love as to be incapa-
ble of being separated from
him.” Jesus was not born
into the world to remain on
the sidelines. He cares deeply
about each one of us. From
the time he came into the
world, Jesus has remained
with us in every circum-
stance – including our present
challenges. This should give
us great hope! Because if
God is truly with us, then that
changes everything.

More than anything else, the world needs Jesus. He is the source of all
our hopes and desires. We do not have to live in fear. By drawing near to
him and his Church in the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist and Con-
fession, meditating on God’s Word in the scriptures, making time for him
in personal prayer and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, reaching out to
those in need as apostles of mercy, we will experience renewed hope and
courage. We will experience Jesus’ tender love consoling us, dissolving
our fear, and replacing it with his peace. Renewed by God’s grace we can
face the challenges ahead together, as a Community of Faith.

This Christmas let us turn to Jesus as never before, opening our hearts
and surrendering our lives to him. May we echo the words of the Blessed
Mother, the first to give God permission by her powerful response — “be
it done unto me according to thy word” (Luke 1:38). While we relive the
anticipation of those who anxiously awaited Christ’s first coming, we look
forward to his second coming where his kingdom will be fulfilled. And
fully surrendered to Jesus, we wait in joyful hope for his coming into our
hearts this Christmas, transforming our lives, our parishes, our diocese,
and instilling in us a desire to go forth, strengthened by the Holy Spirit, to
make disciples of others.

May the peace of Christ reign in your hearts this Christmas and always!

 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Bishop of Saint John

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese
of Saint John celebrates mass at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Saint John. (TNF file photo)
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Advent — Christmas:
anticipation and hope

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone.
Snow had fallen, snow on snow on snow.

In the bleak midwinter, long, long ago
Angels and Arc Angels, may have travelled there.

Cherubim and Seraphim, thronged the air
But only his mother, in her maiden bliss

Worshiped the beloved, with a kiss
This is an old Christmas carol by Gustav Holst (1874-1934) which in

some ways captures the character of this time. We are about to enter our
winter time, our darkest, coldest season. In the northern hemisphere the
shortest day of the year occurs on December 21. This is the day on which
we have the least time of sunshine, our darkest day.

It is also the time when we find ourselves in a season of great anticipa-
tion and hope.  Into this darkest of seasons, comes this mother, Mary.
Through her the gift of the Incarnation takes place and God reaches out to
touch our humanity. The wonder of the Incarnation rests in the way God
comes, divinity and humanity come together in the person of Jesus the
Christ. The Gospel of Luke captures the joy and the sense of expectation
as Mary visits her relative, Elizabeth (Lk.1:39-45).

This scene in Luke reflects something
of the promise and hope offered by the
Old Testament prophet Isaiah: The peo-
ple who walked in darkness have seen a
great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness — on them light has shone
(Isaiah 9:2). This is God’s plan, God’s dream for all of creation.

Advent and Christmas bring light, promise and hope to the darkness of
our world. There are times when we and our world are the people who
walked in darkness and we certainly seek and hope for a world on which
light has shone. This is the promise of Christmas and the Feast of the
Incarnation. For it is this feast which speaks to us of Emmanuel, that is,
God-is-with-us. Do we really believe this dream?

God has always been with us. The People of God, Israel was firm in
their faith that God was always with them. The great act of God for them
was in the liberation of the people from slavery through the Exodus. But
God was with them even before this, even in slavery and captivity, in
threat and in exile. The prophets, like Isaiah proclaimed this presence of
the living God for them again and again. Quite beyond the People of Israel,
God’s presence has been witnessed and acknowledged among the many
peoples of the earth — in the challenges and the wonders of life and
creation. But now, in the Incarnation, we see a new hope and promise, a
new way of knowing God-is-with-us.

So what? What does all this mean for me? What difference does it make
for our world? God continues to be a light for the darkness, the hope and
the promise for all humanity and creation. Once having entered our world
by sharing our humanity, God continues to be present in the Body of
Christ, in all of us. God has shared our humanness in Jesus the Christ. We
are God’s touch, God’s presence in our world. We continue to be the flesh
and blood through whom God enters our world now.

We see the presence of God, in every single person, in the smallest, the
weakest, the most vulnerable, the most dependent like the child of Mary.
We can also see God’s presence in the great and the powerful for they too
share our humanity. May God continue to guide and bless each of us.

Question: Where do I see God and God’s love in those who surround
me in this Advent — Christmas?

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John and St.
Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings with the in-
tent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He can be reached at:
jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Tom Gribbons, CIM
Portfolio Manager
506-637-7501
www.tomgribbons.com

Merry Christmas!
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

No room in the inn
Jesus was born outside of the city, outside of a hospital, outside of

a normal house. The Gospels tell us he was born in a stable, outside
the city because there was no room for them in the inn.

We have always vilified the infamous innkeeper who turned Mary
and Joseph away, and the lesson we took from this was the need for
less self-preoccupation in our lives, that we should not be so busy
and preoccupied that there’s no room for the divine to be born in our
lives.

Indeed, there’s a lesson there, one I need for my own life. Given
the pressures of the past few weeks, so far this year I haven’t had the
chance to give Christmas more than a passing thought. No room in
my inn right now! And so, I nurse a lot of sympathy for that original
innkeeper, knowing how easily we can over-pack our lives so that
there’s no room left to welcome in a divine visitor.

Now, while that’s an important challenge, biblical scholars suggest
there’s a deeper lesson in the fact that Jesus was born in a stable
outside the city because there was no room for him in the inn. The
real point the Gospels are making is not so much the seeming callous-
ness of an innkeeper, but rather the fact that Jesus was born outside
of a city, outside of what’s comfortable, outside of glamour and fame,
outside of being recognized by the rich and the powerful, outside of
notice by the everyday world. Jesus was born in anonymity, poor,
outside of all notice, except by faith and God.

His birth outside the city also foreshadowed his death and burial.
Jesus’ earthly life will end as it began, as a stranger, an outsider,
crucified outside the city, buried outside the city, just as he was born
outside the city.

Thomas Merton once gave a particularly poignant comment on
this: Into this world, this demented inn, in which there is absolutely no
room for Him at all, Christ has come uninvited. But because He
cannot be at home in it, because He is out of place in it, and yet must
be in it, His place is with those others for whom there is no room. His
place is with those who do not belong, who are rejected by power
because they are regarded as weak, those who are discredited, who are
denied status as persons, who are tortured, bombed, and exterminated.
With those for whom there is no room, Christ is present in the world.
He is mysteriously present in those for whom there seems to be noth-
ing but the world at its worst.

Jesus was born into this world unnoticed, outside the city, outside
of all persons and events that seemed important at the time. Two

thousand years later, we now recognize
the importance of that birth. Indeed, the
world measures time by it. We are in the
year 2021 since that unnoticed birth. How-
ever, at the time, almost no one took no-
tice.

What’s the lesson? What’s the takeaway?  Among other things, this
is meant to give us a different perspective vis-à-vis what’s ultimately
important in this world and what isn’t. Who ultimately shapes his-
tory? The big movers and shakers or those on the outside?

Biblically speaking, most of us were born outside the city, meaning
that in our lives we will forever be the outsiders, unknowns, anony-
mous, small-time, small-town, persons who are incidental to the big
picture and the big action. Our photo and our story will never grace
the headlines. Our names will never be up in lights and we will live
and die in basic anonymity, not known by many outside of our own
small circles.

Most of us will live out our lives in quiet obscurity, in rural areas, in
small towns, and in the unknown parts of our cities, watching the big
events of our world from the outside and always seeing someone
other than ourselves as important. We ourselves, seemingly, will re-
main forever unknown and our talents and contributions will not be
particularly noticed by anyone, perhaps not even by our own fami-
lies. Figuratively, we will always be “outside the city”. We will live,
work, and give birth to love and life in humble places.

Perhaps most painful of all, we will know the frustration of being
unable to truly give our talents and gifts over to the world, but will
find instead that the deepest symphonies and melodies that live within
us will never find much expression in the outside world. Our dreams
and our deepest riches will never find much of an earthly stage. There
will never be a place in the inn for what’s best in us to be born. Our
deep riches, like Jesus’ birth in our world, will remain “outside the
city”, ultimately dying by the martyrdom of anonymity and inadequate
self- expression (also “outside the city”).

Mary gave birth to the Christ in a barn outside the city because
there was no room in the inn. This is a comment on more than just
the inhospitality of one over-stressed innkeeper. It’s an important teach-
ing on how we need to assess what ultimately shapes life. In essence,
it tells us that it’s not necessarily those who seemingly preside at the
centre of things (the powerful, the rich, the famous, the government
leaders, the entertainment celebrities, the corporate heads, the schol-
ars, the academics) who will have time measured by their lives. What’s
deepest, most meaningful, and most important in life is often born in
anonymity, unnoticed by the powerful, tenderly swaddled in faith,
outside the city.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

“Care for Our Common Home”

Wishes for a Happy and Holy Christmas.
May the New Year bring

joy and peace into our lives.

New Brunswick
Provincial Council of the
Catholic Women’s League
of Canada
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Christmas Blessings to Residents,
Families, Staff  & Volunteers

from
ROCMAURA NURSING HOME

Board of Directors & Management
May The Christ Child
Find A Home In Your
Hearts This Christmas

Pope to meet Canadian Indigenous leaders in the spring, bishop says
By Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — A meeting, originally scheduled in December, be-
tween Pope Francis and representatives of Indigenous communities in
Canada should be held in the spring, said the president of the Canadian
bishops' conference.

Bishop Raymond Poisson of Saint-Jérôme and of Mont-Laurier, Que-
bec, president of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, told Vati-
can News December 10 that the suffering of the Indigenous people of
Canada, particularly in residential schools run by Catholic dioceses and
religious orders, was the primary topic when leaders of the conference
were to meet Pope Francis December 9.

The meeting of delegations of the Assembly of First Nations, Inuit and
Métis leaders with the pope which was to have been December 17-20 has
been postponed due to COVID-19 travel concerns.

The Canadian bishops also spoke with the pope about his possible visit
to Canada as a continuation of the process of healing and reconciliation,

Bishop Poisson said.
The meeting announcement came on the eve of the December 12 com-

memoration of Canada's National Day of Prayer in Solidarity With Indig-
enous Peoples.

The visit of the Indigenous representatives, accompanied by some bish-
ops, initially was planned for 2020, but was postponed because of the
pandemic. It became even more urgent after the discovery in May of the
remains of 215 children in unmarked graves at the site of the former
Kamloops Indian Residential School in British Columbia.

Bishop Poisson said many initiatives on a local, diocesan and national
level are ongoing to foster an understanding of the legacy of the residential
schools and society's treatment of the Indigenous people of Canada, as
well as to appreciate their traditions and culture.

"In particular," he said, "many cultural elements of the language and
traditions of Indigenous peoples are integrated into local liturgies. This is
very beneficial."

In October, the Vatican press office said Pope Francis is willing to travel
to Canada as part of "the long-standing pastoral process of reconciliation
with Indigenous peoples."

While no date for the trip has been announced, Bishop Poisson said he
and the other officers of the bishops' conference spoke with the pope
about the visit.

The meetings at the Vatican between the pope and the Indigenous del-
egations and the pope's visit to Canada are important because of the tradi-
tional role of the "chief" in Indigenous culture, the bishop said.

"For them, the chief of the Catholic Church is the pope," he said.
"For us, he is the great pastor of his people. So, the pope can be the
brother bishop with the other bishops of Canada, uniting with them in
the same apology or recognition of what has happened." §

Brenan group

From the Board of Directors & Staff
of The New Freeman Ltd.
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Kof C state ad

Vatican Nativity crèche inspired by Peru's Andean region
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY  The representation of Peru's diverse Indigenous com-
munities in this year's Nativity scene in St. Peter's Square embodies the joy
and hope of their faith, said Peruvian Bishop Carlos Alberto Salcedo Ojeda
of Huancavelica, Peru.

Bishop Salcedo joined Jorge Eduardo Román Morey, the Peruvian am-
bassador to the Vatican, and other Peruvians to show journalists around
the Vatican Nativity scene December 9.

In October, the Vatican City State governing office said the 30-piece
Nativity scene from Peru's Huancavelica region was chosen, in part, to
mark the 200th anniversary of Peru's independence.

Statues of Joseph and Mary, as well as the Three Kings, are dressed in
the traditional bright, multicoloured garments of the region's Indigenous
Chopcca people.

Unlike more traditional depictions of the Magi, trudging to Bethlehem
with camels and gifts of gold, incense and myrrh, the Andean interpreta-
tion has them accompanied by llamas and bearing sacks of food from the
region, including corn, quinoa and potatoes.

In front of the llamas, an angel, dressed in traditional Andean clothing,
hails the birth of the Messiah by playing a flute in one hand while banging
a drum with the other. Overlooking the Peruvian Nativity scene atop a tree
is an Andean condor, the country's national symbol, with its massive wings
spread preparing to soar the heavens.

Bishop Salcedo told reporters the crèche "represents the Chopcca peo-
ple's faith in Jesus" as well as the hope they share "despite the difficulties,

such as the pandemic as well as the other 'pandemics,' like poverty, cor-
ruption or the neglect of government authorities."

The Peruvian bishop, who was appointed by Pope Francis in May to
lead the Diocese of Huancavelica, said he continues "to learn from the
hope and faith" of the Chopcca people which "helps me very  much with
the work that I am fulfilling at a pastoral level."

"The people are happy and celebrate their faith with joy, and it is ex-
pressed in their community life," he said. "That is something very

(continued on page 13)

VATICAN CITY — Statues of Joseph and Mary are pictured in
the Nativity scene in St. Peter's Square, Vatican City. (CNS photo/
Junno Arocho Esteves)
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A starring role for St. Joseph
St. Joseph may not have speaking parts in Scripture, but his role in
the life of Jesus — and ours — is hardly a bit part. A film reviewer
explores characters that showcase Joseph’s virtues

By SISTER ROSE PACATTE, FSP

Reprinted with permission,
St. Anthony Messenger, December 2021/January 2022

In his apostolic letter proclaiming 2021 a the Year of St. Joseph,
Pope Francis details many of St. Joseph’s virtues as the husband of
Mary and foster father of Jesus: He was  a loving and tender caregiver;
a protector and defender of his family; a dignified and honest worker;
noble of heart, trustworthy, and mature.

Joseph taught Jesus to make his own decisions as any father should.
He confronted crisis after crisis and creatively found a way to resolve
them. Trusting in divine providence, Joseph knew that God acts
through events and people.

As a film reviewer, it occurred to me that St. Joseph’s virtues, or
‘habits of being’ are often seen in characters in television and films –
some directly and others indirectly. As Catholics, these characters
may especially resonate with us as the Year of St. Joseph concluded
December 8, 2021.

Of course, myriad films and television shows that tell the Christ-
mas story feature St. Joseph as an essential character. Recent films
delve into Joseph’s personality and develop an actual character arc.
Examples include Catherine Hardwick’s The Nativity Story (2006),
Christopher Spencer’s Son of God (2014) and Cyrus Nowrastch’s
The Young Messiah (2016).

Beyond these more biographical treatments, we also can see glimpses
of St. Joseph’s virtues in memorable father figures featured on the
big and small screen. These characters are flawed to some degree
and do not reach the heroic height we attribute to St. Joseph. Yet,
even though some may seem improbable as role models, their virtues
resemble those of the saint, and their stories can inspire us.

The challenges and joys of fatherhood
Dads is a 2020 documentary by Bryce Dallas Howard, Ron Howard’s

daughter. The film features reflections on the joys ad challenges of
fatherhood from Ron Howard, and other celebrities, and dads from
around the world. Among all the fathers featured, almost every virtue
of St. Joseph is showcased.

One father from Japan, after suffering a kind of breakdown, de-
cides with his wife to become a stay-at-home dad to their son. This is
not very acceptable on Japanese society, and it was a courageous,
countercultural decision. St. Joseph had to make a countercultural
decision too, when he accepted Mary as his wife even though she
was with child.

• Reflection question: As a parent, when have you had to make
decisions that go against the prevailing culture? What can St. Joseph
teach us about trusting in God when we face challenges?

A father walks a hard road
The Way (2011), directed by and starring Emilio Estevez as Daniel,

features his real-life dad, Martin Sheen, as his screen father, Tom.
Tom is and ophthalmologist, who must travel to Spain to retrieve
Daniel’s ashes after he died in an accident on the first day of walking
the Camino de Santiago de Compostcla. Tom and Daniel had argued

on the way to the airport because Daniel told him he was dropping
out of a doctoral program. Tom was angry, disappointed, and con-
cerned that his only son had left everything to find himself.

Rather impetuously Tom decides to walk the Camino himself, tak-
ing his son’s ashes with him. Tom is a lapsed Catholic, and this jour-
ney with three others he meets along the way renews him in soul and
body. Tom has provided for his family, made sacrifices for them, and
taught Daniel to make his own decisions – and when he does, Tom
struggles to accept the new reality. At this crisis point in his life, Tom
finds a creative way to resolve his inner turmoil and reconcile with his
son’s memory and with God.

• Reflection questions: On the Camino, Tom made peace with his
son as he walked with others in his grief. When have we had to let go
of the dreams we had for our children? What can we learn from St.
Joseph about the value of respecting our children’s freedom?

The dignity of work
The Pursuit of Happiness (2006) stars Will Smith as the real-life

Chris Gardner, a bone-density-scanner salesman in San Francisco. In
(continued on page 9)

(CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz)
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1981, he was in the process of losing everything — wife, son, job,
and apartment. At one point he and his son, Christopher spend the night in
the bathroom of the subway because they nowhere else to go.

While sharing a taxi ride with a stockbroker, Chris solves a Rubik’s
cube in amazing time. The stockbroker impressed, invites Chris to
apply for an internship at his firm. Chris is a generous man and stal-
wart dad who never gives up. This is a heartbreaking, tense story
about a man who perseveres against all odds and cares for and pro-
tects Christopher at all costs. Eventually, his talents and hard work
are greatly rewarded, and he makes a home for his son.

• Reflection questions: Pope Francis points to St. Joseph as a pa-
tron of dignified work. What can we learn from St. Joseph about the
meaning of our work? How as a society can we ensure that all have
an opportunity for work and a fair wage?

Creativity and courage
Roberto Benigni co-wrote, directed and starred in Life Is Beauti-

ful (1997), a tragicomedy about the Nazi occupation of Italy in 1944.
He is Guido, a Jew, who has married Dora (Nicolette Brasch) a gen-
tile. Guido is very funny, and cares for his family with antics and
good, often over-the-top humour. They have a son, Gisoue (Giorgio
Cantarini), who is the light of their lives. Though Italy is at war, they
work hard at running a bookstore in their northern Italian city, and
things are peaceful enough, though anti-Semitism is rife.

On Giosue’s fifth birthday, Guido, his uncle, and Giosue are rounded
up by the Nazis and put on a train for a concentration camp. Dora
joins them, but at the camp they are separated. Guido, knowing the
danger they are in, nevertheless exhibits humour, optimism, and hope
before losing his life to the Nazi death machine.

Guido is a Joseph figure in so many ways. He sacrifices everything
he can to save the lives of his family. His good humour and creativity
to make sure his son survives the biggest human crisis of the 20th

century make him one  of the most beloved screen fathers ever.
• Reflection questions; Pope Francis calls St. Joseph a “creatively cou-

rageous father.” How have our parents been creative and courageous
when faced with a crisis? How can we exhibit those characteristics?

Learning to let go
Finding Nemo (2003) might seem like a stretch: Can a fish exhibit

the qualities of a saint? Think of the angst that Mary and Joseph felt
when Jesus stayed behind after making the customary Passover pil-
grimage to the Temple in Jerusalem. Joseph must have felt responsi-
ble in a way only father can, and the fear of tragedy must have been

almost unbearable as he and Mary rushed back to the Temple search-
ing for 12-year-old Jesus (Lk 2:41-52).

In Pixar/Disney’s Finding Nemo, Marlin, a clownfish, is father to
young Nemo whose mother Coral, was lost in a barracuda attack.
Father and son live rather happily on the Great Barrier Reef. Nemo
wants to explore the reef and far beyond into the ocean, and Marlin is
terrified that something may happen to his son if he goes off on his
own. He is overprotective and neurotic. Marlin embarrasses Nemo
on his first day at school and Nemo swims away. A couple of scuba
divers capture him.

As Marlin gives chase, he meets Dory, a blue tang with limited
short-term memory. Together they set out to find Nemo and bring
him home. Marlin is caught up in his own inner chaos but must come
up with a way to track his son, whom he loves to distraction. As a
father, he must teach Nemo to make some of his own decisions as he
grows. At some point, Marlin will have to let Nemo go. While Marlin
is flawed and has a lot to learn, his love for Nemo is strong and
powerful. It brings out courage he never knew he had.

• Reflection questions: What does St. Joseph teach us about the
courage to “let go” as our children begin to mature?

Fortitude in the face of chaos
Over its six seasons, Schitt’s Creek has slowly gathered a gigantic

and devoted following because of its great heart. The Roses —
dad and businessman Johnny (Eugene Levy), mother and actress
(Catherine O’Hara), gallery-owner son, David (Daniel Levy, real-
life son of Eugene), and globe-trotting daughter, Alexis (Annie
Murphy) — once very wealthy, have lost everything after being
defrauded by their business manger. The government, however,
lets them keep a rundown town in the Canadian outback that Johnny
once bought for David as a joke. They are also allowed to take
whatever personal possessions they can carry in a few suitcases.

Schitt’s Creek becomes their new home, and the quirky mayor,
Ronald Schitt (Chris Elliott), gives them a place to live in the town’s
motel, run by a snarky young woman, Stevie Budd (Emily Hamp-
shire). When their lives are in chaos, Johnny is the calm in the
storm, the noble head of the family. He shows fortitude in the face
of life’s “frustrations, contradictions, and disappointments,” as Pope
Francis describes St. Joseph. He is also a tender and loving father to
his almost-middle-aged kids.

Joseph had to work hard to support his family too. Though with
few possession, Joseph and his family thrived because he was a vir-
tuous, principles man, who love and sacrificed all to be the foster
father of Jesus.

• Reflection question: When have you or your family faced a
sudden change or reversal of fortune?

From demonstrating a strong work ethic to embracing mascu-
line sensitivity, these father figures reflect aspects of one of our
faith’s strongest paternal role models in Joseph. In father and St.
Joseph, we seek guidance and strength. As Pope Francis writes in
his apostolic letter, Patris Corde: Each of us can discover in Joseph
— the man who goes unnoticed, a daily discreet, and hidden pres-
ence — an intercessor, a support, a guide in times of trouble. St.
Joseph reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the shadows
can play an incomparable roles in the history of salvation.”

Sister Rose Pacatte, FSP, is the founding director of the Pauline
Center for Media Studies in Los Angeles and an award-winning film
critic for St. Anthony Messenger.§

A starring role for St. Joseph
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Second chances: Vatican Christmas stamps feature work of homeless artist
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Adam Piekarski, a home-
less man from Lódz, Poland, never imagined that
the sketches he would draw in his free time while
waiting for the public showers near Bernini's
Colonnade would lead to the opportunity of a
lifetime.

In November, the Vatican Philatelic and Nu-
mismatic Office announced that its 2021 set of

commemorative Christmas stamps would fea-
ture images of the Magi and the Holy Family
painted by Mr. Piekarski.

"Art is my passion even though I never stud-
ied it," Mr. Piekarski told Catholic News Service
[CNS] in early December from a quaint studio
just across the street from St. Peter's Square.

"He went to a technical school in Poland and
studied gardening in Lódz," added Redemptorist
Father Leszek Pys, known by many as Fr.
Ruben, a fellow Pole who was among the first
to realize Mr. Piekarski's talent.

Mr. Piekarski left Poland six years ago and,
like many migrants, made his way to Rome seek-
ing a better life.

The Eternal City, he explained, is a place that
remains in the heart of many Polish people as a
source of inspiration for some of Poland's great-
est artistic icons, such as Henryk Sienkiewicz,
author of Quo Vadis, and Henryk Siemiradzki,
whose paintings often depicted life in ancient

Rome.
However, upon his arrival, the harsh reality of

finding work, coupled with a fondness for Ital-
ian wine, led Mr. Piekarski down the dark path
of alcoholism that he continues to fight each day.

With Fr. Ruben serving as translator, Mr.
Piekarski told CNS that his life began to change
after meeting the Polish priest while waiting in
line for the public showers for the poor at the
Vatican.

Fr. Ruben told CNS that, at the time, he was

trying to figure out a low-cost option for a paint-
ing of St. Clement Mary Hofbauer, co-founder
of the Redemptorist congregation, to commemo-
rate the 200th anniversary of his death.

Explaining his dilemma to Pallottine Sister Anna,
a nun who volunteers helping the poor at the
public showers, he was introduced to Mr.
Piekarski, who would often spend his time
sketching while waiting for his turn at the show-
ers.

Fr. Ruben then provided Mr. Piekarski with
paints, brushes and found a workspace in the
crypt of the Church of Santa Maria in Monterone,
where the burgeoning artist honed his artistic
abilities.

His work drew the attention of Cardinal Konrad
Krajewski, papal almoner, who then introduced
Mr. Piekarski to Father Francesco Mazzitelli, then-
deputy director of the Vatican Philatelic and Nu-
mismatic Office.

Fr. Ruben told CNS that when asked by Fr.

Mazzitelli to design the 2021 Christmas stamps,
Mr. Piekarski's answer was an emphatic "no."
However, the Italian priest's persistence finally
moved the Polish artist to finally do it.

For the painting of the three Magi, Mr. Piekarski
based their likeness on two friends who are also
homeless; the third, he explained, was an origi-
nal image meant to represent all homeless men
and women.

Fr. Mazzitelli, who was appointed November
27 as an official in the Office of the Papal Al-
moner, told CNS that Mr. Piekarski's story was
an example of Pope Francis' call to "nurture to-
morrow's hope by healing today's pain."

"What has happened to Adam is a sign for
everyone, because each one of us knows some-
one who has hidden gifts and talents," Fr. Mazzitelli
said. "The pope saying that we must nurture
hope means he has given us a mission — to the
church and to each one of us — that we must
build up hope in others."

Fr. Ruben noted that installing showers for
the homeless at the Vatican was more than just
an act of charity for the poor during the 2015
Jubilee Year of Mercy, but a fundamental ges-
ture that gave homeless men and women dig-
nity.

"You can't give back someone's dignity by giv-
ing them a sandwich or a euro nor even by ask-
ing them their name. That is more of a philan-
thropic gesture that makes us feel good about
ourselves," the Polish priest said.

"But for that person, that sandwich, that euro
doesn't change anything," he added. "But allow-
ing them to clean themselves means giving them
back their dignity."

Mr. Piekarski credits the public showers for
not only being the starting point of his journey as
an artist, but the place where he decided to con-
front his battle against alcoholism.

"For someone who is suffering from alcohol-
ism or who is slightly drunk," Fr. Ruben recalled
Mr. Piekarski telling him, "it is embarrassing to
show up to clean themselves. But going there is
the first step in getting out
of alcoholism because, once they are at the
showers, they want to change their lives."

While he continues to paint from a small stu-
dio at Palazzo Migliori, the Vatican’s homeless
shelter, Mr. Piekarski now works as an evening
security guard at a property owned by the Knights
of Malta, who became acquainted with him af-
ter he completed a portrait of the late Fra'
Giacomo dalla Torre, the grand knight of the
order who died in 2020. "Life is a mystery and
God wanted it this way," Mr. Piekarski told CNS.
"What has happened is a dream and I still can't
believe it. God has a great sense of humour." §

VATICAN CITY — An image of the Magi is featured on one of the Vatican's 2021
Christmas stamps. The images on the stamps were painted by Adam Piekarski, a
homeless man from Poland currently living in Rome. (CNS illustration/courtesy Vatican
Philatelic and Numismatic Office)
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By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — On December 11, as part
of the 4 pm mass at St. Michael’s Basilica in
Miramichi, the old unit colours of the North
Shore (N.B.) Regiment were retired, and
placed in the church as an act of remembrance.

The ceremony was live streamed, and
guests in attendance included Colonel Gregory
Kennedy from 37 Canadian Brigade Group,
Miramichi mayor Adam Lordon, former
Bathurst mayor Paolo Fongemie, as well as
Korean War veteran, and retired regimental
sergeant major, Allison Furlotte.

A group of regimental soldiers were also in
attendance at the mass, and a military pro-
cession accompanied its opening, in time with
the processional hymn.

The North Shore (New Brunswick) Regi-
ment’s beginnings date from the formation
of the 73rd Northumberland Battalion of In-
fantry in February 1870. The regiment’s
battle honours include the Defence of
Canada in the War of 1812, as part of the
New Brunswick Fencible Infantry (104th
Regiment Of Foot), the First World War
battles of Arras (1917 and 1918), Hill 70,
Ypres (1917), Amiens, the assault on the
Hindenburg Line, and the Pursuit to Mons.

In the Second World War the regiment
took part in the Normandy Landings, as well
as the battles of Caen, at Carpiquet;
Bourguébus Ridge, at Faubourg De
Vaucelles; Falaise, at Quesnay Wood, the
Laison, Boulogne (1944), and Calais (1944);
The Scheldt, at Breskens Pocket; The
Rhineland, at Waal Flats, and the Hochwald;
The Rhine, at Emmerich-hoch Elten, and
Zutphen; and in North-West Europe (1944-
1945).

It would be for its service in the Second
World War that the bravery of the North Shore
Regiment would be recorded by its chaplain,
Monsignor (Major) Raymond Myles Hickey,
in his book, The Scarlet Dawn.

Msgr. Hickey, a native of Jacquet River,
was appointed to the teaching staff at St.
Thomas University in Chatham, and he stayed
with the men of the regiment through the
horrific fighting in France, Belgium, the Neth-
erlands, and into Germany. He would pass
away in September 1987, after attending the
unveiling of a monument to the fallen men of
the North Shore Regiment at Carpiquet,
France.

In his reflection at the mass, Father Antonio
Reyes spoke of the joy of the prophet

North shore regiment’s colour retired
Zephaniah, St. Paul, and St. John the Baptist
at the nearness they felt to God and the ac-
companying vision which moved them to
share that inner joy. “Their challenge to our
generosity, and call to be happy in doing what
is just, was balanced with a hope that our
faith might sustain our willingness to serve
others,” he said.

At the close of the mass, and following the
playing of the national anthem, Father Daniel
Bastarache offered some closing words of
thanks to the regimental members who were
present, both for their service and their par-

MIRAMICHI — On December 11 the unit colours of the North Shore (N.B.) Regiment
were retired. (L to r) Chief Warrant Officer Gallant, regimental sergeant major, Lieutenant-
Colonel Flint, North Shore commanding officer, Father Daniel Bastarache, Captain
Ricard, A Company commander and,  Master Warrant Officer Duguay, B Company
sergeant major.

ticipation in this special event.
Having spoken to some of the members

the day before, he had a sense of the strife
that they had witnessed in their service, and
he wished them well — to serve well and
safely — and called upon God to bless them
and their families.

Following the conclusion of mass, the flags
were mounted at the church.

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region
correspondent for The New Freeman. He can
be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§
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beautiful, and as a new bishop, little by little, I am learning more."

As Peru's ambassador to the Vatican, Román told journalists the Nativity
scene is "a representation of the richness of Peru's culture."

"It is an honour for Peru to be represented here in St. Peter's Square this
Christmas, after we, and the whole world, have been closed," he said.
"After two years, today we can be present, and being here in the square is
a privilege for Peruvians."

The garments as well as the multicultural characteristics of the statues
in the Nativity scene, he added, are not only representative of Peru's diver-
sity but also a testament to the faith of the Chopcca people who "are a very
great and fervently religious people who celebrate Christmas in a special
way."

The Chopcca people "observe the festivities with much devotion. So,
what you see here is their interpretation of what the tradition of Christmas
and the Nativity would be," Román said.

The Vatican Nativity scene was unveiled the evening of December 10,
along with the lighting of the 90-foot-tall spruce tree. They will remain in
the square through January 9, the feast of the Baptism of the Lord.§

Vatican Nativity inspired by Peru

The ‘unfathomable’ gift of the incarnation; keeping Christ in Christmas
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On Sunday December 19, the anticipation in Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC’s voice was tangible as he reflected on the upcoming
Christmas season, and what the birth of Christ truly means for us.

“Around this time people wish us a lot of ‘Happy Holidays’ and ‘Sea-
son’s Greetings’ — I’m going to resist that. Because we know that the
central protagonist at Christmas is Christ,” the bishop of the Diocese of
Saint John said. “That’s why we have to ensure that Christ is in Christmas
— Jesus is the reason for the season. So, I will respond, ‘Merry Christ-
mas!’”

Calling Jesus’ birthday the most important birthday in the history of the
world, he noted that even our calendar is dated from the birth of our Lord.
“This baby in a manger is not just any person, not just any prophet or
moral teacher. Jesus is God, fully divine and fully human,” he said.

Bishop Riesbeck went on to say that the central mystery focused on at
Christmas is the Incarnation, “God made flesh and dwelling among us.
God is love, and so Jesus is love incarnate,” he said. “In everything that
Jesus said and did, in his words and actions he proved that he is divine,
that he is God in the flesh.”

Beaming with conviction in the truth he was proclaiming, Bishop Riesbeck
said, “the Incarnation is such an incredible mystery. That God would
come down from Heaven in his son Jesus to rescue us, to become one of
us, one like us in all things except sin, is truly unfathomable.”

Jesus, who is so deeply relevant and desperately needed in this world
because, as Bishop Riesbeck noted, the Incarnation is all about love, and
the world needs a whole lot more love. “Jesus came to reveal the Father’s
love. It’s why God made us so we can be in relationship with him now
and for all eternity, and in relationship with one another.”

The bishop told the faithful that God wants us to be close to him, and he
wants to be close to each person.

“When God is not in our lives there’s something missing, there’s a gap,”
he said. “We try to fill that gap with all kinds of things like money, power,
honour, pleasure. But none of these finite things ultimately satisfy us, be-
cause there’s this innate longing in our hearts for the infinite, a deep long-
ing in our hearts that only God can satisfy.”

God’s only solution to the gap that sin created in peoples lives was to
send his son Jesus out of love for the people.

“Jesus entered our human existence, becoming one of us,” Bishop
Riesbeck said. “He was born in a manger to identify with the poorest of
the poor. He began his public ministry with ‘Repent and believe the Good
News!’ Turn back to God, so that you can be happy and truly fulfilled.”

By his death on the Cross, “Jesus bridged the gap, he brought us back
into right relationship with God, and restored that relationship with God
that had been lost due to sin. Jesus offered us eternal life, friendship with
God,” he said.

Knowing Jesus helps each person to experience deep and lasting joy,
even in the most difficult moments of a person’s life.

“You will agree that when God is in our lives, when Jesus is truly the
centre of our lives, nothing can separate us from the love of God, nothing
can rob us of our joy as we practice his presence,” Bishop Riesbeck said.
“Even in the most challenging moments of our lives, that Christian joy is
stable and enduring. It sustains us because we know that when everything
is said and done God loves us and he remains with us — he is Emmanuel,
in his son Jesus and the Holy Spirit.”

As Christians who have experienced this joy, it must not be kept it to
one’s self. “Our mission as baptized Christians strengthened in Confirma-
tion is to share the Good News, to go and make disciples of others, that’s
what gives meaning and purpose to our lives,” the bishop said. “Our love
of God should spill over into our relationships with others.”

Calling Mary the first missionary disciple, Bishop Riesbeck said that
“she carried love incarnate in her womb, she brought Jesus in others, she
set out and went with haste to Elizabeth and John the Baptist to bring the
joy of being in the presence of the Lord, and to the shepherds and the
magi.”

Mary is the model in sharing Jesus with others. “Life is better with
Jesus at the centre of our lives, than life without him at the centre. And
that’s why we are eager to share the joy of the Gospel with others,”
Bishop Riesbeck said.

He ended his homily with a impassioned plea for the faithful as the
celebration of Christmas approaches. “Jesus, the bread of life, satisfies
our deepest hunger, the deepest longing of our hearts. So today and through-
out this week, let him show you the depth of his love for you. Turn to him,
be still and know that he is God. Let’s make room for Jesus in the inn, in
the home of our hearts. Let’s allow Jesus to be born in our hearts anew,
allow him to transform our lives and give him permission to use us for his
greater glory, to help him build up his Kingdom — a kingdom of love,
justice and peace.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman.
She can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Bishop Christian Risebeck, CC (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

Count Father Paul Massel among the Ca-
nadian theatre lovers hyped for the return of
Jesus Christ Superstar, now on stage in To-
ronto.

Fr. Massel, the marriage preparation and
catechetics co-ordinator at the Diocese of Pe-
terborough, first recalled seeing the rock opera,
created by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice,
at the Stratford Festival a decade ago.

“Jesus Christ Superstar is that story of
Christ bound in history for sure, but applica-
ble today to every human being and every
life experience,” said Fr. Massel. “What
Andrew Lloyd Webber has done in taking
the dramatic text of Jesus’ life and making it
and the music contemporary is proving to
us that this great story of God entering hu-
manity through the person of Christ is hap-
pening as much today as 2,000 years ago or
10,000 years ago — and will happen 2,000
years from now.”

Enthused by his first viewing, Fr. Massel
purchased a ticket to experience the produc-
tion again as it celebrates its 50th anniver-
sary tour with a five-week headlining engage-
ment at Toronto’s Princess of Wales Thea-
tre until January 2.

“We are really honoured to be the first big
musical to re-open theatre in Toronto,” show
producer Stephen Gabriel told The Toronto
Star. “Toronto’s known for music. And if
you’re a Rush fan or an Alanis Morissette fan,
or any other major Canadian rockers, it is
something that will hit you viscerally.”

Jesus Christ Superstar’s half-century cel-
ebration includes performances in over 25 dif-
ferent North American cities during the 2021-
22 theatre season and is expected to hit the
stage in more than 50 North American cities
during its three-year run.

The re-imagined edition of the musical was
inspired by the Regent’s Park Open Air Thea-
tre’s incarnation that debuted in London.

Much like its contemporary Godspell —
which launched several months prior to Je-
sus Christ Superstar’s debut — the musical
depicts the final weeks of Jesus’ earthly min-
istry and His sacrificial crucifixion. And simi-
lar to Godspell, Judas Iscariot is the second-
ary primary character of the musical.

In addition to the play achieving an appeal
to contemporary audiences, because of the
text being infused with modern-day attitudes
and language, champions of the play hail the
musical soundtrack for generating the endur-
ing appeal.

The most recognizable tune is the love bal-

Jesus Christ Superstar resurrected for 50th anniversary
lad I Don’t Know How to Love Him. The song
was so popular upon release in the early 1970s
that multiple versions of the track — one by
Mary Magdalene performer Yvonne Elliman
and the other by Australian-American record-
ing artist Helen Reddy — landed in the Bill-
board Hot 100 Top 40 at the same time.

Fr. Massel, a former stage actor and singer
for multiple decades before being ordained to
the priesthood in the year 2000, can speak to the
emotional and spiritual power that can be inspired
by a production like Jesus Christ Superstar. He
says it is a very similar phenomenon to a priest
performing the liturgy at the altar.

“When you stand offstage ready to go on,
you are in prayer,” said Fr. Massel. “You are
using your imagination and asking God to be
with you. Every artist knows that there is
something larger contributing to the creativ-
ity of which comes forth through them.”

Fr. Massel, a member of the original Cana-
dian cast for the Phantom of the Opera in
1989, adds that the transcendent escapism
one can feel throughout a live production can
be described as “the horizontal line of our hu-
manity connects with the vertical line, which
represents the infiniteness of God.”

“People escape the enchainment of this life
in a sense, and through the arts experiences
God.”§

TORONTO — Aaron LaVigne as Jesus (centre in white) and the ensemble from Jesus Christ Superstar, touring again 50 years after
the original first hit the stage. (Photo by Matthew Murphy, Evan Zimmerman - MurphyMade)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.December 24 & 31, 2021 Page 15

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year

from

Trevor Holder
Minister

Post-Secondary Education,
Training & Labour

By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — For a period roughly between 2010 and 2013, I would
attend daily Lenten Mass at Brescia University College — I was in the
midst of my doctoral studies at the University of Western Ontario in Lon-
don, ON. I do not remember what brought me to the chapel in the first
place — like here, in Miramichi,
there were several churches and
chapels in the immediate vicinity
that I could have attended, — but
I do know why I kept going back;
Father Ron Trojcak.

Everyday, Fr. Trojcak left me
with something to ponder, even
struggle with, once he had fin-
ished reflecting on the Scrip-
tures. While he rarely, if ever,
painted a rosy picture with his
words, it was always a real one
— infused with challenges, of-
fering much of his own personal
journey and brokenness, at times lacking concrete answers, but al-
ways imbued with hope. A line taken from his 2018 obituary quotes
him as having said, “Faith has to be the act of an intelligent human
being. It cannot be a kind of escapism. You have to be able to coordi-
nate the life of the mind with the life of faith.” I treasure the time I spent
in his presence.

As I most often journeyed with him in the Season of Lent, and was
always at home over Christmas, I was unaware of his annual tradition of
reading the conclusion of W. H. Auden’s For the Time Being: A Christmas
Oratorio, at the conclusion of the Christmas season. It was only in this
past year, while listening to recorded sermons on Fr. Trojcak’s website,

that I became aware of his favouring the words, and of Mr. Auden’s
reflection on the meaning of the season.

Well, so that is that. Now we must dismantle the tree,
Putting the decorations back into their cardboard boxes —
Some have got broken — and carrying them to the attic,
The holly and the mistletoe must be taken down and burnt,
And the children got ready for school. There are enough
Left-overs to do, warmed up, for the rest of the week –
Not that we have much appetite, having drunk such a lot,
Stayed up so late, attempted – quite unsuccessfully –
To love all of our relatives, and in general
Grossly overestimated our powers. Once again
As in previous years we have seen the actual Vision and failed
To do more than entertain it as an agreeable
Possibility, once again we have sent Him away,
Begging though to remain His disobedient servant,
The promising child who cannot keep His word for long.
The Christmas Feast is already a fading memory,
And already the mind begins to be vaguely aware
Of an unpleasant whiff of apprehension at the thought
Of Lent and Good Friday which cannot, after all, now
Be very far off. But, for the time being, here we all are,
Back in the moderate Aristotelian city
Of darning and the Eight-Fifteen, where Euclid’s geometry
And Newton’s mechanics would account for our experience,
And the kitchen table exists because I scrub it.
It seems to have shrunk during the holidays. The streets
Are much narrower than we remembered; we had forgotten
The office was as depressing as this. To those who have seen
The Child, however dimly, however incredulously,
The Time Being is, in a sense, the most trying time of all.
For the innocent children who whispered so excitedly
Outside the locked door where they knew the presents to be
Grew up when it opened. Now, recollecting that moment

We can repress the joy, but the guilt
remains conscious;
Remembering the stable where for
once in our lives
Everything became a You and noth-
ing was an It.

I was given pause by the
words, yet I found them to be very
familiar, and resonant; the notion that
the significance of Christmas is all
too often the product of other fac-
tors and too soon dismissed. As
Kenny Rogers once sang, “The
Christmas star shines once a year,
and then it fades away.” In seeking
some sense of purpose in the sea-
son, we move to that which we
can quantify, or, perhaps, something
of spectacle — the largeness of our
faith being exhibited by the scale of
our pomp, or by the number of our
purchases, rather than by the open-
ness of our hearts. In consequence,

(conttinued on page 19)

A personal reflection

Father Ron Trojcak
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By CAROL ANN MARROW

Reprinted with permission St. Anthony Messenger
December 2021 / January 2022

Our Advent wreath is always packed away prematurely. Its purple
and pink palette clashes with the red and green signalling the Christ-
mas season. The parish church may hold off until the 25th, but it’s
hard at home with a decorated tree announcing that Christmas is
much closer than those four lighted candles hint.

When I pack up the wreath, I find myself with one stubby purple
candle, one half done, one barely used, and one pink taper announc-
ing almost, but not quite Christmas. They’ve all done their duty, so to
speak, but they won’t work well for an encore next Advent when the
cycle is repeated.

This past year, I reconsidered shelving the centrepiece of our Ad-
vent ritual and postponing it well into the octave of Christmas and
beyond. Why not? Popular culture is filled with suggestions for recy-
cling, re-purposing and re-using. Four tapers shouldn’t be much of a
challenge.

This little light
In our home, we’ve known the custom of lighting a candle at the

dinner table to signal the presence of Christ, who sustains us as much
as any meal can. This custom was abandoned when the grandchil-
dren thought candles invited birthdays. Any flame was blown out
with a wish, no matter if cake and ice cream were to follow.

Perhaps a taper could become a teaching moment. The shortest
purple candle could be lighted for the Feast of St. Stephen. Just one
day after we celebrate the birth of Jesus, we revisit the death of the
first Christian martyr, Deacon Stephen, stoned to death for his belief.
Right on top of the holly-decorated tablecloth, I could restore a touch
of purple that should rightly burn until its light/life is extinguished.
Then there are three.

Day of the Holy Innocents
The tallest ‘leftover’ candle is hardly adequate for December 28,

but it will serve. On this day, we don’t really want to reflect on all the
little ones who met their death so that Herod’s power would never be
threatened by growing boys. It’s not a pleasant thought when new
toys, holiday cookies, and poinsettias speak of holiday happiness.

Still, it surely marks the longest day of mourning for so many moth-
ers whose loss anticipated Mary at the foot of the cross many years
later, but still cradling the son she had carried. So I place the purple
candle of mourning on the table and we pray for all the babies, un-
born and births, whose lives melt into memory too soon. This candle
will burn until it is no more. Then there are two.

Octave of goodbyes
The eighth day after Christmas has know many names, but for

many of us its signals a different kind of Boxing Day. Ornaments
come down to be wrapped in tissue, greens drop their needles, guests
pack their bags and say goodbye. Bring out that last lonely purple
candle. It isn’t meant for mourning exactly, but it is a sober colour.

When the last purple cylinder is lighted, we can rekindle the gift of
the season that is passing. In a week, the anticipation, the excitement,

(continued on page 17)

Give your Advent candles a second life
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Give your Advent candles a second life
(continued from page 16)

the celebration have given way to routine, leftovers, and return to
school and work. This day’s evening meal is a refusal to forget. Meal
prayer can be a gathering of memories so they are not really packed
away, but spotlighted, cherished, highlighted like the candle itself.
They won’t really melt into a puddle. That wax will be a seal on
the season.

Purple parade
Wait just a minute here! Three purple cylinders. Three kings

coming. Another re-purposing of Advent purple could be the visit of
the three guests from the East. Epiphany is not a day to be taken
lightly – or without lights! Purple has traditionally been a royal hue, so
the three remaining Advent lights could return to the table to celebrate
the gold, frankincense, myrhh, and the travellers who brought such
impractical presents.

Candles are impractical in these days of electricity energy sav-
ing bulbs, and daylight savings of all kinds. But they are a symbol,

as are the gifts brought under the light of a star. This meal might
be eaten by candlelight alone. It might be best eaten with guests.
As the three tapers illuminate the space, they invite insight into our
own journey. How is this new year progressing? Have the resolu-
tions of the first melted into memory? The Feast of Epiphany with
its three visitors and its three candles can shine a light on a new
year barely begun. Then there is one.

Pink presentation
Wrap the final candle in tissue and save it for February 2, the

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, 40 days after the birth of
Jesus. It’s definitely a day for lights. In fact, it’s also known as
Candlemas, a day when the candles to be used in the church for
the entire year were blessed, and candles for the next day — blessing
of throats — were set aside in readiness. In contemporary experi-
ence, the Baptism of an infant seems much like Mary and Joseph
bringing Jesus to the Temple for presentation. A candle is part of the
baptismal ceremony, one lighted from the paschal candle, blessed on
Holy Saturday evening. Where are those candles from the christening
of those in our own household? Where are the white garments? Where
are the certificates? When was the day?

One pink candle is hardly enough to mark this particular festival.
It’s a day to resurrect any candles, any memories, and all the meaning
of presentation, of Baptism. What has it meant to celebrate the arrival,
the survival of an infant? This may be the last of the Advent candles,
but it is the day of Anna and Simeon recognizing that they have finally
welcomed the long-awaited one into their lives. On this day, we can
pray with Simeon, as recorded by Luke, My eyes have seen your
salvation, which you prepared in sigh of all the peoples, a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel’’ (2:30-32).

Four candles may not be enough, but then we can repeat and re-
purpose again in all the Advents that lie ahead.

Keep the wreath around
While artificial wreaths are recyclable, it can also signal the transi-

tion from Advent to Christmas. Red and green candles in place of
pink and purple immediately signal that the child has come. Placing a
bay inside the circle changes the space of waiting into a place of
welcome.

Alternatively, some
wreaths could adorn a mantel,
door or window. A string of spar-
kling lights threaded through the
circle celebrate the starlight that
led to the manger. Somehow it just
seems right to use all the symbols
of the Advent season in the joyful
décor that marks most every
home at Christmas.

Carol Ann Morrow is the
former assistant managing editor
at St. Anthony Messenger and the
author of A Retreat with Saint An-
thony: Finding Our Way
(Franciscan Media). She lives in
Northern Kentucky.§
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By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis asked people to celebrate a "real
Christmas" by recognizing Jesus in their lives and cultivating peace in
their hearts.

"What is Christmas? Is it a tree? A statue of a baby with a woman and
a man nearby? Yes, it is Jesus, the birth of Jesus," he said, so "stop for a bit
and think of Christmas as a message, a message of peace."

The pope's words were aired December 19, the last Sunday of
Advent, on Italy's Canale 5 in the special program, Francis and the
Invisible: The pope encounters the least.

The program, recorded in the pope's residence, featured a televised
"dialogue" and interview with four people facing serious challenges in
their lives: Giovanna, a mother of four who experienced domestic
violence and lost her home and job during the COVID-19 pandemic;
Maria, who lives in a shelter after sleeping on the streets; Pierdonato,
who is serving two life sentences in prison; and Maristella, an 18-
year-old student and Girl Scout who was representing all young peo-
ple who felt isolated and abandoned because of the lockdown and
restrictions in place during the pandemic.

Each gave the pope a brief account of the challenges they had been
facing as well as their ongoing concerns, doubts and questions about
what next steps to take.

For example, Giovanna said she lost her faith the day she and her
kids managed to escape a life of poverty and violence and asked,
"What can we do to regain our dignity?" and how could she give her
children strength.

The pope said the abuse of women by their partners "is almost
satanic because it is taking advantage of the weakness of someone
who cannot defend herself," and he also criticized the "humiliating"
affront of a parent slapping a child on the face.

When reflecting on the dignity of women who have experienced
abuse, the pope said the image that comes to mind is Michelangelo's
Pietà with "Our Lady humiliated before her child — naked, crucified
and a miscreant in everyone's eyes."

"But she has not lost her dignity and to look at this image during
difficult times like yours of humiliation and where you feel you've lost
your dignity, looking at that image gives us strength," he said.

He said she was already showing her kids' strength and said the real
problem was finding "a concrete way out — a job, a home and this does
not depend only on you," encouraging her to reach out for help and not be
afraid of this moment of crisis, made worse by the pandemic.

He told Giovanna he could see the suffering on her face, but also
her dignity, "because you would not be here" if she had none left.
"You are on a journey, the danger is to give up" and to see no way out,
but "you are still on your feet like Our Lady before the cross."

Maria described the risks of having no shelter and how that leads to
trying to be invisible for safety, but how sad and demeaning it is to
feel invisible and hear criticism when people pass by. "Why is society
so cruel toward the poor?" she asked the pope.

It is cruelty, he said, "it is the harshest slap in the face for you for
society to ignore the problems of others," perpetuating the culture of
indifference which seeks to push aside real problems, such as the
lack of housing and employment.

"Indifference is cruel, but do not lose hope, keep walking, keep
going, perhaps someone will listen to this and help will arrive, not just
material help, but the help of someone who will (touch your) heart

Pope: Eat, give gifts, be 'merry' this Christmas, but don't forget Jesus
and begin to understand
the problem," he said.

Speaking with
Pierdonato, who asked
whether there was hope
for people who wanted
to change their lives, the
pope said true hope,
which comes from
God, never disappoints.

"God exists, not in
outer space, but next to
you, because the way
of God is closeness, compassion and tenderness," he said. God is
always with those in prison and those experiencing hardship because
his very nature is to be close and a "travel companion," he added.

But it is also important that the prison system never close the door
on hope by depriving people of the chance to change, which is why
"the church is against the death penalty, because with death there is
no 'window,' no hope, it ends a life," he said.

Responding to Maristella, the pope encouraged her and her genera-
tion to continue to seek "real" dialogue and in-person relationships,
not just virtual ones, and he assured her it is normal to have doubts, to

(continued on page 19)

Pope Francis (CNS photo/courtesy Mediaset)
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A personal reflection
(continued from page 15)

as was noted by another of my spiritual guides from past university days,
Father Con Mulvihill, S.J., we offer the physical gift that might be hardest
to find, or be thought of as being most ‘valuable’, but not the spiritual/
personal gift that is most useful, or, indeed, most valued.

To live the call of the prophetic tradition, to loose the captive fetters
and live the Good News, is very often our agreeable possibility. Yet, as
it is not something to be entered into lightly, we might decide it would
be best not to enter at all. Therefore we exclude ourselves and discon-
nect — faith in action having either too little real world value, or so
much that only a very few can reasonably aspire towards it. I know,
for myself, it’s much easier to pray at regular times, in regular ways,
and contemplate a deeper meaning that is, most often, ill-defined and
too closely centred on my own experience, rather than be vigilant for
the possibilities where I’m being called to serve others through mean-
ingful action.

With all of this in mind, the question is raised, who then can stop the
triumph of the world? Is the post-Christmas grind the inevitable re-
turn to reality and the annual dismissal of momentary joy, however slivered,
experienced by each of us in the festive season? Perhaps the real triumph,
of either the spiritual or the strictly physical, can only take take place
within, as Fr. Trojcak himself surmised — the life of faith being a part of
the life of the individual, and, by extension, the life of the community. If we
really believe that everything changed that night in the stable two millennia
ago, how can our lives return to ‘normal’ after the Feast of the Epiphany,
or perhaps even on Boxing Day? We look towards a time when we can be
warmed and illuminated by the Light of Christ, not blinded such that we
turn aside from it to easier, more measurable, pursuits. A time when we
find a that light flowing from each other, in our shared role as beloved
daughters and sons, and not simply in a place, or a season, or a thing alone.

When will we arrive at this time? I don’t know. I know I’m not there
yet. Maybe that’s what Fr. Trojcak was trying to call attention to every
year, and maybe that’s why Auden wrote what he did; if we keep remind-

ing ourselves that there’s some-
thing more, that can’t be meas-
ured or understood but only felt,
experienced, and shared, we may,
by a winding path, come to know
it better.

Shawn McCarthy is the
Miramichi Region correspond-
ent for The New Freeman. He
can be reached at cletus_1773
@hotmail.com.§
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(continued from page 18)
question or even be angry with God.

The important thing is to have a heart at peace because "an anxious
heart cannot seek God, cannot maintain a relationship with God," so
it is important to find serenity, even when experiencing suffering or diffi-
culties, he said.

The Gospel is more than just words, in fact, "I'm worried about preach-
ers who only want to heal a life in crisis with words, words, words. A life
in crisis is healed with closeness, compassion, tenderness," he said.

"You must have the courage to tell the Lord all of your feelings as
they come — with the Gospel in hand and a heart at peace," he added.

The pope concluded by wishing those with him and watching on
TV "a real Christmas" with Jesus.

It is OK to celebrate, exchange gifts, eat and be merry, he said, "but
do not forget Jesus. Christmas is Jesus who comes, who comes to
touch our hearts," families, homes and lives. §

Don't forget Jesus
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What an array of story concludes the Advent-Christmastime!
Hannah, surprised with joy in the child Samuel; tribal families
breaking open to leoples from afar, community amazement, and
experience of animals and land rarely possible, even in rural New
Brunswick. Scripture stories and another chance, especially for
our youth, to relate to Christ with fresh ears and desires of their
own, confirming their Baptism in the Lord. Ribbons of color for
late December and early January challenging winter storms to
come. (S. Jacquard photo)

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

“The Lord is knowable.Just as we can know one another we
likewise can know the Lord. He lives! He can reveal himself to us,
if we let him,” said Father Bob Bedard, CC.

In the fall of 2021, nearly fifty participants from all regions of
the diocese as well as a group from Halifax Nova Scotia com-
pleted Fr. Bedard’s Series The Catholic Disciple.

For the first ten weeks, participants watched recorded talks by
Fr. Bedard together via Zoom, and then split into small groups to
discuss these more in-depth.

As they grew in community and friendship, a real desire for
something more began to emerge. After prayer and discussion
with some fellow Companions of the Cross [CC], Bishop Chris-
tian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John was inspired to
offer a follow up evangelization series entitled Abundant Life.

Beginning in January, Abundant Life will feature live talks by
Bishop Riesbeck as well as priests and seminarians of the Com-
panions of the Cross.

The aim is to help people go deeper in their relationship with
Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit. Taking place via Zoom
beginning on Tuesday, January 11, this eight-week series will be
held at 7:45 pm immediately following the weekly Diocese of Saint
John virtual rosary.

The course will cover topics including God’s Love, Sin, Salva-
tion, Faith and Conversion, the Holy Spirit and charisms, how we
can be filled with the Holy Spirit, and Community/Church.

Participants were blessed by the wisdom of Fr. Bedard and the
ability to journey together virtually.

The Catholic Disciple gave me a chance to hear Fr. Bob speak
about his relationship with Jesus in a real and life-giving way,”
Paula Dobbelsteyn of Saint John said.

“I enjoyed meeting weekly with fellow pilgrims, who were open
to sharing their faith journey,” she said. “Having Bishop Christian,
our shepherd, join us each week was an added bonus. We are
extremely blessed. I look forward to continuing my Christian walk
with the Abundant Life series.”

Paul Ready of Sussex agreed.
“The talks by Father Bedard
were all great and always some-
thing new, even for a life-long
Catholic. As well, it was a privi-
lege to share our thoughts in the
small group discussions with
others.”

Abundant Life will be held on
Tuesday evenings from January
11-March 1 at 7:45 via Zoom.
Please email nmazerolle
@dioceseofsaintjohn.org to reg-
ister.

Natasha Mazerolle is a cor-
respondent for The New Free-
man. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Course wraps up;
new course to begin in January


